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A New Method for Preserving Complement for Making the
Wassermann or Noguchi Blood-Test
Any one familiar with the Wassermann or Noguchi blood\x=req-\
test knows that the complement, or guinea-pig blood-serum,
will lose all its complementary power within from forty-eight
to seventy-two hours. I fancy that every man doing these
tests has at least wondered if one could in any way preserve
the guinea-pig serum, and consequently avoid having to col-
lect fresh serum at least twice a week.
I have found by laboratory experiments that a 25 per cent.
saline solution will preserve the complement in an ordinary
test-tube, if in an ice-box, for two or three weeks, and, if
sealed in capillary tubes, for a month or two.
I use a 40 per cent, dilution of guinea-pig blood-serum
diluted with a 25 per cent. saline solution. When making
the test I use a 0.6 per cent, saline solution instead of the
0.9 per cent. solution as recommended by our leading authori-
ties. When I add 0.1 c.c. of the 40 per cent. dilution I get
approximately 0.9 per cent, saline solution. This does not
affect the reliability of the test in any way.
F. D. Austin, M.D., Charlotte, N. C.
Some Glycothymoline Logic
To the Editor:\p=m-\Detailmen as a class have a rather poor
opinion of physicians they visit. This may not appear in the
regular monologue but it always comes out on cross-examina-
tion. If you stop a detailer in the middle of his rime and
put a query of your own, he soon shows how little he knows
about the subject he is trying to teach, and how much less
he thinks you know about it.
If you timidly mention a report of the Council on Pharmacy
and Chemistry which differs in any particular from the data
handed out by the monologist, he never hesitates to tell you
bluntly of what a parcel of pikers the Council is composed.
The secretary of the Council, who signs these ridiculous reports
on proprietary preparations, is merely trying to satisfy a
personal grudge which it seems the secretary has long nursed
against various and sundry proprietary manufacturers! So
a Mulford representative recently complained; also a Sal-
hepaticalite.
Looking back over several years, I recall but one thing a
detail man ever told me which was worth the time given him,
That was a secret imparted by a Glycothymoline agent.
This Glycothymoline man was so jovial and good natured
that it was utterly impossible to show him the palms of my
hands. And besides, lie started right off the bat to put me
down for several extra pint bottles to follow up the good work
he hoped I would do with the dozen small sample vials, each
with the name blown in the glass to insure the doctor against
substitution by unscrupulous druggists—though just how the
u. d. was to effect the change between the doctor's office and
the patient's hands the agent did not take time to explain.
In fact his talk was very much like this paragraph—rambling
on and on, without a pause for breath or interruption, until
you hardly know at the end just what was said at the begin¬
ning, and before you can collect the thread of thought the
agent is off again on another long tack and you trailing after
him like a bather on a plank towed by a speed boat.
But at last the agent choked on a long word, and while he
paused for a fraction of a second to clear his throat I seized
the opportunity and remarked that I never prescribed things
with the name blown in the bottle, nor had I any need for
Glycothymoline. The National Formulary furnished me a
perfectly satisfactory preparation in cases which needed an
alkaline wash.
This was quite a long rejoinder for a doctor to make in
such an interview, I am well aware, but you see the man was
almost choking and he could not stop me as soon as he would
have liked. Presently, however, he swallowed that long word
and raised his admonitory index-finger.
"Ah, but that's just the trouble with the N. F. imitation,
Doctor," he declared. "That's just the trouble. I'm glad you
brought that, question up. The N. F. imitation isn't alkaline
at all—it's acid, irritating. I know, because I worked in a
drug-store myself and I've made gallons of the N. F. stuff—
barrels of it, and it's acid, irritating. Now our product—"
"No. No," I shouted, gathering all my available strength
and catching the agent on the end of his wind, "No, I've
prescribed it and know it's alkaline, and not irritating."
But the agent, like the old lady's companion in the Mother
Goose book, simply would not get over the stile, so we decided
to test the thing. We got some red litmus paper and a
bottle of Liquor Antisepticus Alkalinus, N. F., which I hap¬
pened to have in the office. We thrust the red litmus into
the solution and got the most beautiful reaction—the bluest
detail man I ever saw.
"Well, that's one on me," he admitted after a long and
alarming silence. "I'll admit I'm in wrong. But our product
has a purer alkalinity anyhow."
"Purer nonsense!" I replied. "Now you're sparring for
wind, aren't you, really?"
Then the agent gave up. "Doctor, I'll say this much," he
confided as we shook hands. "Most of the doctors I call on
swallow most anything a man says. I'm darn glad they
ain't all so particular! Good-by!"
And the moral: Why is a detail man anyway?
William Brady, M.D., Elmira, N. Y.
Queries and Minor Notes
Anonymous Communications and queries on postal cards will
not be noticed. Every letter must contain the writer's name and
address, but these will be omitted, on request.
ARTICLES ON THE EFFECT OF TOBACCO-SMOKING
To the Editor:—I have a student who is conducting research
work in connection with the effect of moderate smoking on heart-
rate and blood-pressure, and I should appreciate a list of refer¬
ences to this topic.
G. B. Affleck, A.B., M.P.E., Springfield, Mass.
Answer.—Following is a list of references to literature on
this subject:
The Pharmacology of Tobacco-Smoke, editorial, The Journal,Jan. 80, 1909. p. 386.
The Use of Tobacco, editorial. The Journal, July 2, 1910, p. 32.The Effects of Tobacco on Body and Mind, Current Comment,The Journal, Oct. 1, 1910, p. 1206.Some New Evidence on the Tobacco Question, Current Comment,The Journal, Nov. 16. 1912, p. 1798.
Foster. M. D. : Toxic Amblyopia llue to Tobacco, Arch. Ophthal.,July, 1913.
Friedmann. A. C. H. : Tobacco Poisoning, Interstate Med. Jour.,
March, 1903 ; abstr., The Journal, April 11, 1903, p. 1027.
Larrabce. R. C. : Tobacco and the Heart ; read before the Massa¬
chusetts Medical Society, June 9-10, 1903 ; abstr., The Jour¬
nal, July 4, 1903, p. 50.
White, J. A. Henton : Some Effects of Tobacco, Birmingham Med.Rev.; abstr., The Journal, Jan. 30, 1904, p. 325.
Bamberger, J. : Hygiene of Cigar-Smoking, München, med.Wehnschr., 1904, li, No. 30 ; abstr., The Journal, Sept. 3,1904, p. 706.
Delie: Tobacco and Audition, Rev. head, de Laryng.; abstr., TheJournal, May 13, 1005, p. 1551. .
Arnold, M. B. : Effect of Tobacco-Smoke on Pathogenic Micro-Organisms, Lancet, London, May 4, 1907 ; abstr., The Jour¬
nal, June 1, 1907, p. 1904.
Amerson, Sullivan, S. S. : Poison in Cigarettes, Kentucky Med.Jour., August, 1907 ; abstr., The Journal, Aug. 17,- 1907,
p. 625.
Chilcott, W. L. : Effects of Tobacco, Jour. Kansas Med. Soc,March, 1908 ; abstr., The Journal, May 2, 1908, p. 1450.
Bosi, A. : Different Technics for Experimental Research onEffects of Tobacco-Smoke, Riforma med., l909, xxv, No. 31.Tobacco-Smoking and Circulation, editorial, The Journal,- Feb.7, 1914, p. 461.
Von Frankl-Hochwart, L. : Die nervösen Erkrankungen derTabakraucher, Deutsch, med. Wehnschr., 1911, xxxvii, 2273,2321.
Pel ; Un cas de psychose tabagique, Ann. med. chic, 1911,
xix, 171.
Ferran : De l'action du tabac sur l'audition, Rcv. med. de Nor¬
mandie, 1911, p. 3G3.Danis : Traitement de l'amblyopie nicotinique par la lécithine.Progrès, méd. belge, 1912, xiv, 11.Clerc,
 ., and Pezzi, C. : Action de la nicotine sur le cœur isolé
de quelques mammifères, Compt rend. Soc. de Biol., 1Ü12,Ixxii, 316.
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